
The snow of April 11th causes 
me to think it is February and 
not April!  The unexpected 
snow, gray days, and cold tem-
peratures do not change the fact 
that we are now in the middle of 
our third and final trimester of 
this school year.  Even though 
we are coming to the end we 
need your help and participation 
with many important events: 

· Wednesday, April 18th – 
Progress Report Pick-Up from 
12 noon to 3:00 pm and from 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  Please 
come to NLCP to meet your 
child’s teachers and talk about 

your child’s learning and suc-
cess. 

· April 25th and 26th: 
P.S.A.E. testing.  We need you 
to make sure your child comes 
to school on these important 
school days. 

· Saturday, May 5th and Sat-
urday, May 12th:  Orientation 
for the Class of 2011. We wel-
come on these days our incom-
ing freshmen as they begin their 
journey with us.  

We are currently in the process 
of talking to our graduates in 
college to “pick their brains” 

about what we do well at NLCP 
and what we could do better.  
Please feel free to contact me at 
anytime to share your thoughts 
about anything connected to 
NLCP and the education of 
your child.  I also remind you to 
please update your address and 
phone numbers whenever there 
is a change. You may do so by 
contacting the main office 
(542.1490). 

 

When spring arrives, I hope it is 
wonderful.  

Dr. K 
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Who are you? 

Are you the shock of the century? 

Are you a diamond in the rough? 

Are you the needle in the haystack, yet to be found? 

Are you the sound made when a tree falls in the forest and no one is around? 

Are you the boy whose name no one quite knows— 

But, in four years, will make the world stand on its toes? 

Are you the girl who gives everything two or three tries? 

And in June 2011will make the audience applaud and rise? 

As you ponder each opportunity 

That awaits you within the halls of NLCP, 

As you contemplate who you are and all you can and will do, 

Remember: You are family now and we are all proud of you!!! 

 



Expunging and Sealing Criminal Records 

 

Many people in North Lawndale have trou-
ble getting a better job or even any job at all 
because they have criminal records.  You 
may have heard that there is a way to erase 
(expunge) or limit access to (seal) your 
criminal record.  The following is some 
basic information about expunging and 
sealing and where to go for more help if 
you think you may qualify.  Share this arti-
cle with friends, neighbors, and other who 
may need to know this information! 

To expunge your criminal record means that 
you erase all records of an arrest.  If a re-
cord is expunged, it is as though the crime 
never happened.  Expungements are avail-
able in very limited circumstances.  Records 
that can be expunged include: 

*Arrests that did not result in a conviction. 

*A sentence of supervision. 

*First time offender possession of cannabis 
or a controlled substance. 

You cannot expunge your criminal record if 
you have a conviction.  Also, you cannot 
expunge just part of your record – you must 

be able to expunge all of it.  So, if you have 
a conviction for theft and several other ar-
rests that did not result in convictions, you 
will not be able to expunge because the 
conviction for theft is not expungeable. 

To seal a criminal record means that the 
court and police records are “sealed” and 
are not available to the general public.  Em-
ployers cannot see the records, but the po-
lice and courts will still be able to see them.  
Sealing is available for: 

*Some misdemeanor convictions. 

*Felony simple possession of controlled 
substances. 

*Prostitution convictions. 

Some records cannot be sealed at all, in-
cluding DUI, criminal sexual abuse, viola-
tion of an order of protection, dog fighting, 
and other violent crimes.  Also, you may 
only seal your records one time.  If you seal 
your records and then are convicted of an-
other crime, you cannot seal your records 
again.  You can, however, seal only part of 
your record if you have a conviction that 
cannot be sealed and several others than 
can. 

If you have questions or need help with an 

expungement or conviction, the first thing 
you should do is go to the Chicago Police 
Department and get a copy of your criminal 
record.  You need to go to the Access and 
Review Division, 3510 S. Michigan Ave-
nue, 1st Floor, Chicago, IL 60602, 312-745-
5570. 

Next, speak with an attorney to help deter-
mine what you qualify for and to help you 
fill out the forms.  There is a free help desk 
in the Daley Center which is staffed by at-
torneys from Cabrini Green Legal Aid who 
can help you fill out the expungement or 
sealing forms.  It is available in room 1006 
(10th floor), at 50 W. Washington, Mondays 
through Fridays from 9:00 am to noon.  

 

This is the fourth in a series of articles writ-
ten by Sarah Biehl, the lawyer who runs 
NLCP’s Legal Clinic.  Ms. Biehl is a staff 
attorney at the Legal Assistance Foundation 
of Metropolitan Chicago who is available to 
help students and their families with civil 
legal issues.  Ms. Biehl cannot help with 
criminal cases.  All of Ms. Biehl’s services 
are free.  Parents can reach Ms. Biehl at 
(773) 542-1490, extension 177, or at 
sbiehl@ lafchicago.org. 
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NLCP students will attend the                                       
Giffoni Hollywood Children's Film Festival                    

Saturday, April 28th                                                          
at the Walt Disney Elementary School 

 

This festival features films from youth around the 
world. Only the best of the best are selected.                         

ONE NLCP film included!  Who will win the award?!  

 

Students interested in attending should sign up 
with Free Spirit Media in Room 207!                       

Space is limited! 

���� ����	� �
��
� ���� ��� ���� �����	� ����� ���� ��	��
��� ����������� ������ ������ �� ������������ ������ ���
�
��
�������������	� �����������!�"�	��#�������$
����  ����� �%�������� "�� ���� &������� 
�'� (��)� (�$
� ������ *���������%� ���� +� ��� ,&
(**+-� ����
&������� ��� � *������� &������� ,&�*-�� �� %��.����
��������������������������	�����������+� ����� 	��
������������#�������
��%���	���

��������	��
��
��
�������		������
��
���
��
��������
��������	��������
����

������������

�		�������	���������
����������
���
��

�
�
��
����
�
�����	
�������������������
��������������
����	���
����	����������

����
�����
�������	���������  

��������	�
�����
����	��������	���������	���������� �����������	��������������	����������	���	��

�
	�������������	�������	���
����������� �

���!��"�����#	�������$��%&����

��'��
������!�	�������	�
������������	��(��	�	�	�"� )*+&�,��	�-�!���

�

������'����������!���!�����������	�"���	��	�����!�� �	���"��.����������	���	���"�����!�����������	����� �����'��� ����������!��'����/�

������������������	����������	�	��������	���������	 �������������	����!����	��"��������������"������	�� ��!��������!����!�	����/�




������	������������	 	!�
���
���	
Congratulations to Sheldon Bell on his 
acceptance to the prestigious Phillips Ando-
ver Academy Math and Science for Minor-
ity Students (MS)2 summer program.  Shel-
don will join Christopher Frills, Kayla 
Davidson, Jonathan Hardnett and Crystal 
Wills who already participate in the three-
year program. 

The NLCP Debate Team has been in exis-
tence for two years and has risen straight to 
the top! After sophomore Brandon Hum-
mons and senior Darian Thomas were 
awarded as conference champions, they 
went on to compete at the citywide tourna-
ment on March 30th and 31st.  NLCP 

placed 22nd out of 59 teams.  NLCP was 
the highest ranked non-magnet school in the 
junior varsity division.  Congratulations to 
the entire debate team and their coaches, 
Ms. Laura Hartel and Ms. Katie Kearns!  

Eight NLCP students have been recog-
nized as qualifiers for the Illinois High 
School Association (IHSA) Academic 
Team.  Students must have a 3.5 cumulative 
GPA and participate in IHSA activities.  
These students were recognized at the hon-
ors assembly on March 29th: Jessica Harris 
(freshman, volleyball team), Louvina Davis 
(sophomore, volleyball and dance teams), 
Tiffany Holden (sophomore, bowling team), 

Kayla Davidson (junior, volleyball, dance 
and track teams), Jessica Warren (junior, 
bowling team), Crystal Wills (junior, track 
team), Patrick Atkins (senior, basketball 
team), and Tashannia Profit (senior, volley-
ball, dance and track teams). 

Junior Cassandra Young spent her spring 
break in Africa!  Cassandra participates in 
the Saturday Scholars Program at Columbia 
College.  Through the program, she applied 
to be an Urban Scholar to study at the Kok-
robitey Institute in Ghana.  Cassandra spent 
two weeks studying language and culture. 
Cassandra thanks Ms. Michele Perkins for 
helping her with the application process. 
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Class of 2010 

Tanasia Burton 

Destaney Davis 

John Davis 

Jessica Harris 

Lazavier Holden 

Jonathan Miller 

Laquita Profit 

Laquesha Reed 

Akemia Slaughter 

Amanda Thorpe 

Stephen Thorpe 

Sean Tzul 

Dominique Verse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2009 

Pamela Akins 

Paris Brown 

Shemika Cookbey 

Louvina Davis 

Kenneth Gordon 

Tiffany Holden 

Jasmine Holman 

Brandon Hummons 

Bianca Robinson 

Precious Rush 

Alexis Sherrod 

Lawrence Skinner 

Brittany Wiggins 

Jeremy Winfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2008 

Christina Castro 

Arkeith Cunningham 

Kayla Davidson 

Jonathan Hardnett 

Daniel Hawkins 

Joshua Maratre 

Nataly Moreno 

Miryha Smith 

Shanicka Smith 

Tekikki Walker 

Jessica Warren 

Crystal Wills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2007 

Patrick Atkins 

Laquita Bedenfield 

Arvette Brown 

Gabrielle Brownlee 

Bianca Bryant 

Brittany Bryant 

Ebony Bryant 

Danielle Burks 

Apriel Campbell 

Lionell Cotton 

Leneshia Dixon 

Justin Evans 

Hugo Gaspar 

Lakeisha Hawkins 

Tinesheia Howard 

Caprice Jackson 

Eunice Jones 

Tashannia Profit 

Valonda Roberts 

Victoria Roberts 

Kendria Simpson 

Jasmine Stuart 

Tashyana Wells 

Rickay Wilcher 

These students were recognized at the honors assembly on March 29th                    
for having a trimester GPA of 3.0 or higher.                                                            

As part of an NLCP tradition, students received honors sweaters and pins. 



All parents and guardians are encouraged to stop by to see Ms. Kuhn during parent-teacher 
conferences.  She will be available to answer any questions about Phoenix Rising. 

Freshmen: Thanks to students and parents that attended the kick-off meetings last month.  
Students that handed in their preference forms have first priority to participate in Phoenix 
Rising this summer.  Mr. Baker and Ms. Kuhn are currently in the process of matching stu-
dents with programs.  Next week students and parents will be notified about which pro-
grams the students will attend.  Students are encouraged to attend application workshops on 
April 25th and 26th.  All applications must be completed by April 27th. 

Sophomores: Eligible students who are still interested in applying to a program should see 
Ms. Kuhn ASAP.  Specific details about travel arrangements will be made soon. 

Juniors: Eligible students who are still interested in applying to an academic program 
should see Ms. Kuhn ASAP.  Students who will participate in internships will be notified 
soon (if they have not been notified already).   
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Pictured: Members of the class of 2010 receiving 
their honors sweaters at the honors assembly.  

Front row, left to right: Amanda Thorpe, Akemia 
Slaughter, Dominique Verse, Jessica Harris, De-
staney Davis, Tanasia Burton and Stephen Thorpe.  
Back row, left to right: Sean Tzul, Alexis Evans, 
Lazavier Holden, John Davis and Jonathan Miller. 
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On April 9th Ms. Tess Jones began at NLCP as our new Business/Office Manager.  She is the first joint hire for both NLCP cam-
puses.  Ms. Jones came to NLCP after working as the Operations Manager for a court reporting firm in the Loop where she 
worked since 2002.  She holds a Bachelor's degree in Business Management as well as an Associates degree in Accounting. One 
of Ms. Jones’ main responsibilities is to support the work that Chris Kelly does.  Ms. Jones works in the main office at the desk 
behind Ms. Vessel.  Be sure to stop in and say hello.  

Pictured: Seniors from Science Olympiad team 
receiving their certificates at the honors assembly. 
Pictured left to right: Curtis Barfield, Levandis 
Gardner, Hugo Gaspar and Tashannia Profit. 


